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Countrym. 


RAY, Mafter, let you and I 
have fome Difcourfe about the 
State of our Publick Credit ; 
for I find it finks daily : which 
to us Countrymen looks as if the Nation were in 
a Con‘umption, and haftening towards its Grave. 
The Parliament was prorugu’d on the fifth of Api: 
Jaft, and fince that time thofe who have obfer.’d 
the Courfe of the Stocks, and particularly of the 
Bank, fay it has fallen about 15 per Cent. Can you 
give me a Reafon for this great and udden Decay 
in the Body. Politick, Mafter, or advile to any 
thing that may be a Cure ? 

Obf. Yes, Roger, 1 believe 1 can. Cur Parlia- 
ment, which under God and the Queen is the Na- 
tion’s Phyfician in chief, felt irs Vulfe at the time 
of Sacheverel’s Tryal, and fourd ‘hat it was fick 
of the French Difeafe, which threaten’d an Over- 
throw of its whol< Conftitution. The Symptonis of 
that Ditiemper, they told us in Sacheverei s Try al, 
pag. 18,& 20. was, The unferfonable preaching up the 
Slavifh Doétrines of Pafive “bedtence and Non-Re- 
fiftance. Before thofe Symptoms appear'’d, they tell 
us, p- 18. that the Nation «as in a very good State 
of Health: ‘ To our Comfort be it fpoken, fay 
* they, noKeign, no Age, no Hiltory can give a 
© better Account of the good Difpofitions of the 
© People to their Sovereign; therefore fince the 
© preaching thefe Do@trines was needles, it favours 
© of fome wicked Defign, to be talking fo unfeafona- 
© bly of this Subject.’ 

‘Countrym. | heartily thank you, Matter , your 
Memory is better than mine: What a Blockhead 
was I, that could not have thought upon that as well 
asyou? But pray bear wich a few more of my 
impertinent Queftions : Did our State-Phyficians 
find the whole Nation infe-d with the French 
Diitemper ? 

Obj. No, Roger, far from it; for pag. 20. they 
fay, ‘ Was there ever known a time, in which there 
© was fo univerfal an Agreement in all Ranks and 
© Degrees among us? WDoesnot every one aloft 
* flrive to flicw their Zeal and Affection for her 
© Majefiy and her Government ?’ 

Countrym. Lam glad to hear of that, Mafter : 
Then pray in what part of the Nation did they 
find this Diftemper ¢ 

Obf. They teil us in the fame page, Roger, 
* That if there be any that are leis quiet than 


were not only right in their Diagnoficks, but in 
their Pregnofticks. 

Countiym. Thefe are hard Words, Mafter : we 
Countrymen know nothing of Galea or Hippocra- 
tes, but if you'ltalk tous of Caterpillars, Blights, 
or Mildews, we are for you. 

Obf. Every one to his own Bufinefs, Roger; I 
mult confefs that plain Englifp founds much _ better 
in my ears than mungrel Latin and Greek , there- 
fore I will tell you the meaning of thofe Expref- 
fions : The Parliament not only found out the 
Liftemper, but foretold the Effedts of it, Tryal 
pig. 20. viz. © That nothing was more Iskely to 
© give a fatal Wound to the Publick Credit at this 
© time than fuch Dottrine, which tends to the Over- 
© throw of all the Atts of Parliament which have 
© been made in Support of this Conftitution,’ 

Countrym. Ay now, Mafter, 1am for you, and 
perfily underftaid your Language: that is to 
fay, in the Dialeé&t of us Country-Farmers, that 
the Caterpillars of Paffive Obedience and Non- 
Refiftance, Sacheverel and his Fa@tiion, have by 
their peftilent Breath, their venomous Teeth, and 
their Gufts of French Air, biughted our Publick 
Credit, and thrivel’d up our Stocks 15 per Cent. 
For ever fince that Incendiary rais'd his Mobs in 
defiance of the Queen and Parliament, and the 
Faction have blown upon our Conibitution by 
their Seditious and Treafonable Addrefles, Trade 
has decay’d, our Stocks have funk, Mony has be- 
come ‘carce, our common Enemy the French have 
infulted us abroad, the Papifts, Nonjurants, and 
other Enemys to the Government have receiv d 
new Life at homeé, and the Friends of our Conftt. 
tution have droop’d. Nay, Matter, there has 
been a Blight upon our very Parliament aod Mi- 
niltry, and the Naidew Laoag: © thick upon them, 
that thev are ali jike to wither and drop: And 
for our Church, ’tis perte¢tly overrun with Cater- 
pillars and Locufls, to that if any tar Fruit or 
Bloffums appear here and there, they are {carce 
difcernable, and ready tu be eaten up, or to drop 
;every hour. Gut enough of the Diteafe, Matter y 
| What have you to fay of the Cure? 
| Obf. Our Phyticians, the Parliament, having 
| difcover’d the Diftate, cid alfo direct to the Cure, 
| Roger : Tryal, p.20.* Webave Laws, fay they, to 
'© puanifh and put a flop to thele malicious Practices 


-© now on foot. And as they brought Sucheverel 





© their Neighbours, we flail find them among the’ to the Bar then, for bis Trea.orable and Seditious 


© Friends of Dr. Sachevercl, who are protefledly 
© no Friends to the Kevolution.’ 

Ceuntvym. Well, Matier, our Parliament fhew'd 
themfeles to be truly Phificians of value : they 


Sermons ; he and his Abettors are punitthable now 
i for the Breaches of the Peace, and the Riots and 
: Tumulis they have raisd am the Nation, to the 
' Terror of her Majeliy’s good and fatihtul subjects, 











hit exa@ly on the Diftafe, and iully cifcover’d the! whenever the Executive Power thinks fit to take 

Diftemper by its Symptoms. | them to task. 
Obf. We mutt du them the juflice to own that,| Countrym. 1am fure there’s very good Realon 
Roger , and fince we are got into the vein of talk-| for the Executive Power to co fo, Muafier, ince 
ing like Apothecaries, we muft alio fay that they| they not only intulte her Majeliy’s Roja! auibe- 
| rity 











rity, but that of the Lepiflaturet Never was a 


fament fo intolerably abus'd as this ; the High- 
Pare Caterpillars endeavour to blaft the Lords 
and Commons with the poifonous Breath of their 
Treafonable Addreffes, and nothing will fatisfy 
them but a Diffolution, tho her Majetty exprefsd 
the greateft Satisfaction with them in her la(t moft 
Gracious Speeeh ; and as we have had occafion to 
repeatagain and again, ‘thank’d them for the 
¢ many Marks of Duty and Affection which they 
© gave her thro the whole Cotirfe of the Seffions, 
¢ and for the great Difpatch they made fo early 
¢ in the Year, by providing fuch great and effec- 
* tual Supplies for the publick Service.’ Her Ma- 
jefty at the fame time exprefs'd fo much Truft and 
Confidence inthem, that fhe thought jie to pro- 
rogue them but for a very short time, becauleof the 
Affairs of the Campaign, and the Negotiations of 
Peace then depending. Yet the Faction, as we 
perceive by their Addreffes, prefS her Majefty 
every day to fend thema guwg for ever, and li- 
bel their Proceedings. _ 
Obf. Tis certainly without a Precedent in this 
Nation, Roger, that any Parliament, in good 
Terms with their Sovereign, fhould be thus in- 


Men who pretend to Unconditional Obe,; 
Loyalty without 3 ape Reftriétion or Ents ad 
Countrym. If I be not very ill inform’d Matte; 
tho the prefeut Parliament fhould be diffoly’d a 
Fattion is not like to carry another to their Mind : 
for they who wifh well to her Majefty’s Perfy? 
and Government, and the Proteftant Succeffion i. 
the Houfe of Hanover, have their Eyes open'd, 
They fee they muit ftruggle for all that’s valuable 
to them as Men and Chriftians, and ufe their yt. 
moft Efforts to have the Nation truly reprefen. 
ted. *Tis true, the Faction hope for Impunity for 
their Infults upon the Conftitution, if a new Par. 
liament be call’d: but moft Men of Senfe are of 
another Opinion, and think that a new Parla. 
ment will be feverer upon them, becaufe they can’t 
be charg’d with Partiality, or being Judges in 
their own Caufe. Befides, Experience may teach 
the Faction, that the diffolving of Parliaments in 
the late Reigns, made the People more and more 
zealous to chufe fuch Men as would infift on 
their Liberties. The Faction boaft indeed of the 
Clergy and the Mob on their fide at prefent ; but 
they may remember that they had more of the 
Clergy then than now, and that they had the 





fulred. The Torics are come to a higher degree 


of Infolence now than in the Reigns of K. Charles: 


or K. Fames the Second. They dtd indeed iniult 
two Parliaments at Weftminfter, and one at Oxford, 
by Addreffes of the fame Nature, and Abhorren- 
ces, becaufe they ftood up for our Religion and 
Liberty againft Popery and Slavery ; but they had 
fomething tokeep them in countenance then, for 
the Court was angry with thofle Parliaments: but 
to treat our preftot Parliament thus, to whom her 
Majeity has given fach jult and great Encominms, 
is unaccountable. Iam far from piaking that all 
thofe wiio are brought into the Addreffes have fuch 
ill Defigns , but we may,without breach of Charity, 
fay, that fome of their Leaders are angry with 
the Parliament for the very Reafons her Majefty 
exprefs'd her SatisfaGtion with them, viz. The 
great and effeftual Supplies they provided fo ear- 
ly in the Yeer for the publick Service. Every bo- 
dy may fee now what a fine Condition the Fac- 
tion have brought the Nation to, by their Infults 
on the Miniftry and Parliament, and by puthing 
on their long’d for Changes. They have funk the 
’ Creditof the Nation at home fo low, that there's 
no Chapmen for the publick Stocks: They have 
expos'd us to the Contemptot the French Abroad, 
who defpis’d our Propofals of Peace notwithftand- 
ing our Victories, buff’d our PR: 1potentiaries and 
are gone. The Faction have almoft blown up the 
Bank by their Addrefies,which their Mobs could not 
pull down wiih their Hands: They have depriv’d 
the Government of Mony, which is the Sinews of 
War; and if we be not very ill inform’d, aij 
the Tory Purfes of the Nation are not able to fup- 
ly the Defeet: They have fet up Sacheverel and 
is High-Church Priefts to raife a Croifado againft 
our Conflitution, and to trample upon the Autho- 
rity of Parliament, with Drums beating, and Co. 
lours fying: They have fent a Seditious and Trai- 
torous Criminal, condemn’d by this Parliament, to 
influence Elections for another : They have incou- 
ray’d him to create Divifionsand thealienation of 
Affections among the People,tho her Majefty in her 
jait Speech exprefs’d her Hopes, That fhe fiould 
be the happy Inftrument of a defirable Union of the 
Hearts of all ber Subjetts in the Bonds of mutual 
Affettion. Vf this be not to Aly in the face of her 
Majefty, and to difappoint her Gracious Inten- 


Prince, the Miniftry, the Majority of the Houfe 
of Lords, the Army, Scotland and Ireland ontheir 
‘fide ; yet they were not able to ftand, but loft 
Ground in every Parliament. What reafon then 
‘ have they to expect better now, when her Majefty 
has declar’d, She will incourage thofe moft, wiv have 
- appear’d with the greateft Warmth for the Revolg- 
‘tion? and has condemn’d their Principles, by ap- 
_ proving the Proceedings againft Sacheverell , when 
the Majority of the prefent Miniftry, the Majo- 
rity of the Houfe of Lords, the Army and Fleet, 
Scotland and Ireland are againft them 5 as appears 
by the publick Declarations of the General Affem- 
bly in the one, and the Addreffes of Parliament 
in the other. Certainly thefe are more than 
enough to overbalance the hot-headed Clergy, and 
the Popifh and, Jacobite Mobs: And for the other 
poor unthinking Croud, led away by their Pulpit- 
Incendiaries, as they begin to leffen every day, 
they willtotally fall off from them, and make a 
fevere turn upon them when once their Eyes are 
fully open'd. There are more Countrymen than 
one, Roger, who perceive Sacheverell to be the Pre- 
tender’s Forerunner, and may in time come to ask 
him the Queftion, How far he has left his Mafter 
behind him ? | 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


(c= The Earl of Torrington’s Speech to the Houfe 
of Commons, in November, 1690. occafion’d by the 
Ingagement at Seaon the 30th of June that Year, be- 
t een che Confederate and French Fleets. To which is 
prefix’d, A Draughtof the Line of Battel, curioufly en- 
graven on Copper. Sold by S. Poppin at the Raven in 
Pater-nofter-Row. 

Juft Publith’d, 


4+ The Works of the late Reverend Mr. Samuel 
Johnfon,fometime Chaplain to the Right Honourable Wil- 
liam Lord Ruffel. To which are prenx’d fome Memorials 
of the Author. 

*,.* The prefent State of Trinicy-College in Cam- 
bridg, ina Letter from Dr. Eentley, Mafter of the faid 
College, to the Right Reverend John Lord Eithop of 
Ely. Publifh’d for general Information by a Gentle- 
man of the Temple. The Second Edition Corretted. 


Scld by A. Baldwin in Warwick-Lane. 


*, A New Catechifm, with Dr. Hicks’s Thirty Nine 


Articles. Witha Preface, relating to the true Inrcrelt 
of Great Britain, bo:h in Church and State. 


The Third 





tions, let the World judg ; and yet thefe are the | 


Edition Enlarg’d. Sold by S. Poppin in Pater-nofter- Row. 
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